
St. Mary of the Rosary Parish Council Meeting MINUTES 

 

FEBRUARY 23, 2023 / 5:30 PM – ST. MARY’S LIBRARY 

ATTENDEES: Matt Cobb, Jill Chalmers, Tony Hansen, Patsy Cotter, Dean Proszek, Pastor Vincent Gilmore, Pastor Assistant 
Kellie Trudeau 

Last Meeting Follow-up 
Fr. Vincent gave a rectory construction update to say they are now working in the kitchen and removed carpet in the 
living room. He also said the ACA is now complete for 2022 since we finally reached the goal for St. Mary’s. He also 
updated the council on the music director position: Brianna Snyder was hired at the beginning of February. 
 
Mardi Gras raised over $8,000 this year. Fr Vincent asked the council if the they would want to put the money raised 
towards new exterior doors instead of back parking lights since that is an immediate security need as well. The doors are 
loose and not well fit, and the back door needed repair recently when a handle almost fell off. The plan would include 
making it a keyless entry to increase security and control access. Dean said the parking lot lights should be doable under 
the budget and anything left over should go toward the doors. The rest of the council agreed it would be best to do the 
lighting project since that was initially proposed to those who donated. Dean agreed to be the lead on the project. 
 
Upcoming events 
Fr. Vincent explained all the events coming up for Lent including a food drive for the Chewelah Food Bank, Faith Night 
program on the Meaning of Mass, Easter Flowers in memory of loved ones, a penance service offered on March 30 to 
bring in additional priests for confession, and the Malawi Fund, which has already raised over $1000 and a generous 
donor has agreed to match each donation. 
 
Fr. Vincent said he was out of town Thursday, April 20 through Monday, April 24 and Saturday Mass on April 22 would 
be canceled and only Sunday masses will be covered by a substitute.  
 
Reports/Updates 
Kellie gave a quick office update. She said the parish member directory records should be updated by Easter. She also 
said that the St. Jerome Library at St. Mary’s will be better utilized and unlocked at all times, encouraging more people 
to use it. In regards to Religious Education, Kellie also said there will be three candidates for Confirmation Mass (May 
17). It will be followed by a dinner reception and will mark the end of Faith Night for this year. Kellie also asked that the 
Mardi Gras date be planned sooner so that people can plan for it better. Jill and Patsy agreed that they think it should be 
closer to Mardi Gras but they have to make sure it does not conflict with Chewelah’s WinterFest. Ash Wednesday 2024 
is February 14. Kellie added that we should think about doing something in conjunction with WinterFest next year since 
part of the main events (skijoring) took place on our property. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
Fr. Vincent asked the council if they would like to use the funds from the sale of St. Mary’s School toward renovating St. 
Mary’s sanctuary instead of expanding/adding-on to the parish hall, which seems to meet the needs for how it’s 
currently used. The council agreed renovating the sanctuary is a more pressing need. Things that could use updating: 
flooring, lighting, sound system, location of the votive candles, decor, etc. Fr. Vincent said he would like to do enough to 
help it last another 40 years. A committee will be put together to include council members Patsy Cotter and Dean 
Proszek. The goal is to put a plan together to hopefully start in the fall after the Rectory renovations are completed. 
 
New business 
Tony asked if a water purifier could be installed in the kitchen sink to have better quality water for making coffee, etc. 
The council agreed it was a good idea and will take that back to the person who suggested the idea to him. 
 
Next meeting is Thursday, April 27, 5:30 pm 


